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COVID 19 and College Planning Issues

The Coronavirus pandemic, with all of its implications, has certainly aggravated the concern that
college students and their families are experiencing when it comes to choosing the right school
that can ultimately lead to the right career. Several schools are struggling to adapt to remote
learning, while others are simply realizing that they aren’t built for dramatic changes and lack
the resources or expertise necessary to make significant adjustments. The effects of the virus
likely poses more challenges to private colleges than public universities, since the main source
of income for private colleges is tuition and, of course, tuition has declined. Even so, public
universities are definitely suffering due to major cutbacks in state funding. And while
endowments for those Universities can help, only a small number of schools across America
have endowments that are large enough to keep them in business.

At the same time, COVID 19 has negatively impacted the job market, reducing job opportunities
and making it more difficult for young people to land a position in the appropriate career.

Because of this, several students are wondering if their majors won'’t lead to a job in the
appropriate field or if the school they are considering is still the best choice. This, of course only
exacerbates the entire college planning process.

And piling on top is the fact that household income has not kept up with tuition inflation. It seems
ridiculous that a family has to figure out a way to get their student educated without going
bankrupt in the process.

So, how do families and students deal with these legitimate issues?

First, use a professional college coach. An effective coach will provide student assessments,
career and college exploration, career guidance, building the student resume and help with
college funding.

Second, stay motivated and be adaptable. Your ultimate future might seem out of reach or not
clearly in focus right now, but don’t let disappointment or uncertainty negate your strong will,
desire and positive attitude.

Third, continue to develop new skills. Developing a diverse skill set can expand your appeal to a
larger number of colleges and ultimately, to employers.

And finally, always look for the silver lining in the clouds. Student loan interest has been
reduced, some colleges are reducing fees, especially when considering on-line classes, the
government seems to be more aware of the problem of college debt than ever and parents and
students are working more closely together, along with a good college coach to anticipate,
prepare for and conquer the future!



